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Artful Connections

Post-Visit Lesson: Found Object Artwork
Grades 1 – 5 

Overview

After completing this lesson, students will be better able to understand the roles choice of material and juxtaposition of objects play in the creative process. They will also develop or refine problem solving skills. 
Discussion

Have students look closely at “MINUTE MAID” Articulated Figure, which is made of a Minute Maid® orange juice can, carved wood, and turned iron. Discuss the artwork with one or more of the following questions:

· What found object did the artist use to create MINUTE MAID? 

· What would happen to the artwork if the artist had used the frozen orange juice that was inside this can to make artwork instead of the can itself? What if the can still had orange juice in it?
· What found objects do you think could be used to make a good artwork? What makes those suitable for creating artwork?
Activity

Have students bring three different found objects into class. Ask students to select one of their found objects to look at closely. Have them make a detailed sketch of the object on a plain piece of paper in pencil. Discuss the transformation of a found object into art by asking students:

· How many different things can you transform the object into? For example, an ice cream cone could become a party hat or a bird beak.
· What happens if you change parts of the found object? For example, what could the ice cream cone be if I removed the tip?
Using the back of their sketch, ask students to write a “five-different-ways paragraph.” (A five-different-ways paragraph has students describe a single object as five different things.) What can their object become besides what they know it to be?

Example (using a plastic pen cap):


This pen cap is:

a tall top hat for a gentleman faerie off to a dance;

a pirate’s peg leg for walking the plank;

one of many petals, fallen and curling in the sun;


the extra-long snout of a dachshund;


 a candle with an unlit wick, waiting for dinnertime.

Using their five-different-ways paragraph as inspiration, have students sketch two ideas for using their found object in an artwork. What else can this found object be? What else would I need to make a found object artwork? 
Finally, have students select one of their two sketches to turn into a sculpture that incorporates their found object. 
[image: image2.png]. Smithsonian American Art Museum







Unidentified artist, “MINUTE MAID” Articulated Figure about 1950s 1986.67.277
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