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Artful Connections

Post-Visit Lesson: Found Object Artwork
Grades 6 – 12 

Overview

After completing this lesson, students will be better able to understand the roles choice of material and juxtaposition of objects play in the creative process. They will also develop or refine problem solving skills. 

Discussion

Introduce students to the concept of assemblage by showing students Robert Ebendorf’s necklace Off the Street, On the Beach. Explain that Ebendorf used found objects in his works. Rather than altering a single found object, however, he combined a group of found objects to make one artwork. The found objects in this artwork were ones he found while walking on the beach and while walking his daughter to school. 
Encourage discussion by asking the following questions:

· What found objects can you identify in this artwork?

· In literature, by putting two words or concepts side-by-side, or juxtaposing them, you can draw people’s attention to their similarities and differences. Does the juxtaposition of found objects change the way we see individual items? If so, how?
· Choose a single object in the necklace. How do you think it got to be on the beach? Who might have used it before Ebendorf found it? How long do you think someone used it before it was lost or discarded?

· Would you wear the necklace, Off the Street, On the Beach? Why or why not?

Introduce Sunflower Necklace for comparison to Off the Street, On the Beach. The artist, Heidi Gerstacker, describes this necklace as a “balance between all the parts I love to fabricate and all the historical necklace forms I’ve studied.” Explain that she used oval onyx stones to represent the seeds in the center of the flower and framed the piece using a bimetal material of 22-karat gold fused with sterling silver.

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of using semi-precious stones and metal instead of found objects?

· Can artworks made of traditional materials convey the same stories as found object artworks? Why or why not?
Activity

Have students bring in at least four objects found either from home or elsewhere. Have them discuss where they found their objects and what else surrounded the object and whether the object has any significance or meaning to the student. 
Considering all their objects together, have students develop a theme for an assemblage piece before executing their work. Have them decide which traditional art materials they would like to incorporate into the artwork, if any. Students should consider why they selected particular traditional materials and how the use of those materials might change or add to the meaning of their artwork.
Finally, upon completed their artworks have students discuss the following:

· As the artist, what is my personal meaning for this artwork?

· For the viewer, what is the meaning conveyed by this artwork?
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Robert Ebendorf, Off the Street, On the Beach 1992 2003.27.1





Heidi Gerstacker Sunflower Necklace 2002 2003.17
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