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Artful Connections

Post-Visit Lesson: Latino Art & Culture

Grade 8 – 12
Overview

After completing this lesson, students will have gained knowledge about the Latino civil rights movement, selected social justice issues, and the power of symbolic language.

Background

At first glance this poster seems to present the familiar image of a popular brand, but then Ester Hernández's grinning skeleton grape picker emerges. The artist warns of the health hazards to farm workers from contaminated water. This is only one of the many issues Hernández has exposed through her involvement with Latina women and their lives in America. 

Ester Hernández grew up in the San Joaquin Valley of California, where she unknowingly bathed in and drank polluted water and worked in an environment contaminated by pesticides. Questions about the effects of pesticides on agricultural workers prompted her to create Sun Mad. 

The Hernández family was actively involved in the struggle for farmworkers’ rights, an issue that concerned Latino civil rights activist César Chávez. 

Discussion

Share Ester Hernández's Sun Mad with students. Explain how her childhood in California led her to create Sun Mad. Encourage discussion by asking the following questions:

· What is your first impression of the artwork? How does your impression change as you look more closely?

· Why do you think the artist chose to use the graphic from a box of raisins as a basis for this poster?

· How has the artist combined words and the image to get her point across?

· Why do you think the artist created this as a poster rather than a single painting? 

· Do you think the poster was effective in communicating Hernandez’s message? Why or why not?

Activity

Have students identify several issues or problems that they care about. Choose one that affects your community or is of concern to the students, their families or neighbors. Have students reflect on why this issue is important to them and how it affects them personally, emotionally or philosophically.

Have students select a single issue to address in an artwork. Have them gain a deeper understanding of this issue by doing research to answer the following questions:

· What factors might have contributed to the creation of this problem? 

· What impact does it have in the community, country, or world? 

· What is already being done to resolve this problem? 

· What do people need to know about this issue?

· What images come to mind when you think about this issue?

· How would you dramatize the issue through a poster?

Have students identify everyday items that embody this issue for them symbolically. Using Hernández's artwork as inspiration, have students create a poster that raises awareness of their selected issue or problem.
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