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Artful Connections

Learning to Look: Pre-Visit Lesson
Grades 5 – 12 

Overview

After completing these activities, students will have strengthened their visual vocabulary by making observations of and expressing their interpretations of artwork.
Discussion

Define “observation” with students. Observations are statements of fact relating to what students see, not what they think might be happening. 

Define “interpretation” with students. Interpretations are statements that ascribe meaning to the artwork based on observations. 
Present students with one artwork that relates to your scheduled videoconference topic. (A selection of artworks related to each topic is included in the overview document available to download at http://AmericanArt.si.edu/education/video). Have students begin by sharing only their observations. When students offer interpretations, or ideas about what they think is happening in the artwork, ask: “What do you see that makes you say that?”

Next, invite students to share their interpretations about what is happening in the artwork if they haven’t already done so. It is acceptable for students to have different interpretations of the same object. Make sure students support their interpretations with direct observations about the artwork. You may notice that some observation-focused questions lead directly to interpretation-focused questions. All interpretations should be founded on answers to observation questions.


Activity
Have students select a different artwork and complete the included Observation/Interpretation worksheet. To take the activity further, have students refer to it as they write about the work of art. Students can choose words or phrases that they think best describe the artwork and use them as material in a poem, story or podcast.

Questions to ask students:

· Why did you choose that artwork?

· Who did you choose to write about and why did you choose them?

· What in the artwork helped you make decisions about what the subject is thinking or feeling?

· Did you use the title or date of the artwork to inform your decisions? If so, how did they influence what you wrote? If not, do they contradict or reinforce your interpretation?
Student:
Artwork Title:

 Artist:








          Date: 
	Observation
	Interpretation

	Definition: What you see?

Example:  Dark grey sky, no rain, dry ground
	Definition: What you think based on what you see?

Example: A  storm is approaching

	
	

	What is the main idea of the artwork?




Imagine yourself inside this work of art.

	What do you hear?
	What do you smell?

	
	

	What do you taste?
	What do you feel?

	
	


Imagine that the artwork is one part of a larger story.

	What happened right before this moment?

	

	What will happen next?

	


Questions that prompt observations:


Who or what do you see in this artwork?


What is the largest thing you see in this picture?


What is the smallest thing you see in this picture?


What colors do you see in the artwork?


Is the scene outside? Inside?


If there are people, are their clothes similar to or different from what you are wearing? How?


Is the scenery similar to or different from where you are? How?


What can you tell me about the colors in this artwork? What color do you see the most?








Questions that prompt interpretations:


What is going on in this picture?


Where do you think this scene is taking place? 


What season is it?  What time of day is it?


When was this artwork made?


What do the scenery and the clothing or objects tell us about when this artwork was made?


Does this scene look like it could be taking place today? Why or why not?


Indicate a figure in the artwork:


Who is this person?


Is s/he similar to or different from you? In what ways?


What is s/he doing?


What do you think s/he does for a living?


How does s/he feel?


Where do you think s/he is?


What do you think it sounds like where s/he is?


What do you think it smells like where s/he is?


What kind of weather is this person experiencing?


How do you think the artist feels about this person or thing in the painting?  


How does this artwork make you feel?


How do you think this artist made this artwork?


What types of materials do you think the artist used? Paint? Clay? Wood?


How long do you think it took to make?


What kind of mood or feelings do the colors give the artwork?


Do you like the colors that are in the artwork? If you were the artist, would you have used different colors? 


Why do you think this artist made this artwork?


What do you think the artist is trying to say?
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