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Artful Connections

Young America (Grades 4 +)
Overview

Made as Americans transformed themselves from colonists to citizens of a new nation, colonial and early federal art tells the story of national ambitions, territorial expansion, and the beginnings of industry. After an introduction to America as a new nation through a pre-visit activity, participation in the videoconference, and a post-visit lesson to cement concepts, your students will be better able to:

· Understand the historical context of the creation of America as a new nation as well as the resulting political infrastructure and economic development
· Understand the effect the newly created nation had on those living in America during the 1700s and 1800s
· Reflect upon and assess artworks portraying growing national ambitions, territorial expansion, and the beginning of industry
· Use visual vocabulary to articulate observations and interpretations of artworks

National Standards

Visual Arts 

K-12.3 Choosing and evaluating a range of subject matter, symbols, and ideas; 
K-12.4 Understanding the visual arts in relation to history and cultures; 
K-12.5 Reflecting upon and assessing the characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others;
K-12.6 Making connections between visual arts and other disciplines.
US History 

K-4.3 The history of the United States: democratic principles and values and the peoples from many cultures who contributed to its cultural, economic, and political heritage;
5-12.3 Era 3 revolution and the new nation (1754-1820s).

Civics 

K-4.2 Values and principles of democracy; 
5-12.2 Foundations of the political system; 
5-12.3 Principles of democracy. 

Tips for a Successful Videoconference
Before the Videoconference

· Check with your technology coordinator to ensure your school has compatible videoconferencing equipment (H.323 protocol).
· At least four weeks prior to your preferred dates, schedule your videoconference with the Center for Interactive Learning and Collaboration (CILC): http://www.cilc.org. Search the list of content providers for Smithsonian American Art Museum to view a list of our programs. All requests made on CILC will be routed to the museum and our staff will contact you to set up a test call. 
Please note: We recommend you book early due to high demand for limited time slots.
· At least one week prior to your program date:

· Staff will contact you with the assigned videoconference presenter’s name and e-mail. Contact the presenter to discuss your plans for integrating this topic with your curriculum. Your videoconference presenter may suggest ways to customize the content of the videoconference to your needs. 
· Complete a successful test call at the scheduled time with the American Art Museum staff. This is a good time to practice turning the equipment on and off and locating the volume and other functions of your videoconference equipment.

· Identify a space where all your students will be able to sit comfortably within your camera’s view, see a projected PowerPoint, and hear the videoconference presenter. 
· Review videoconference rules and expectations with your students. Students should speak loudly and clearly to the presenter, one at a time. It’s helpful to have students raise their hands and for you to call on them before they speak. 

· Review the pre-visit material (available to download at http://AmericanArt.si.edu/education/video). Encourage your students to write down questions for the videoconference presenter elicited by the pre-visit activities. Questions about the content, artwork, museum, and (within reason) the presenter are welcome! 

During the Videoconference

· Make sure students are comfortably seated within view of the camera and can readily see the videoconference screen and projected PowerPoint presentation.

· Classroom-appropriate behavior is essential to a successful videoconference program. Students should listen to the presenter as well as each other and should behave respectfully.

· Encourage your students to ask and answer questions and give their opinions and ideas. Remind students to speak loudly and clearly for the presenter.

· Encourage your students to exercise the observation and interpretation skills you introduced with the pre-visit materials. 
· Help the videoconference presenter maintain classroom management. Call on students to prompt them to ask and answer questions. Consider rephrasing or restating a question if you know your students have something to say but are shy or may not understand the question. If the presenter cannot hear students, repeat their answers for the presenter.
After the Videoconference

· Incorporate the appropriate videoconference post-lesson into your classroom curriculum (available to download at http://AmericanArt.si.edu/education/video).  

· Contact the videoconference presenter with any follow-up questions from your students.

· Contact American Art staff (AmericanArtEducation@si.edu) with your comments and suggestions. Evaluation and program improvement are a priority and we welcome your comments.

· Follow the link to CILC below and complete a brief survey about your videoconference experience. 

· Young America http://cilc.org/evaluation.aspx?pass=Q0jE6f4rUh
Vocabulary 
US History/Civics
American Revolution – (n.) a period of political upheaval during which the thirteen British colonies strove for self-governance and gained political independence from the British Empire

colonist – (n.) a person living in one of the thirteen original colonies, someone who is living in a new country or territory to serve the economic and political interests of their country of origin (ex: England)

Federalist Papers – (n.) a collection of 85 essays written by Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, and James Madison between 1787 and 1788 to advocate that the states ratify the United States Constitution 
independence – (n.) the quality of not being subject to the rule of others.
 For example, the United States of America’s freedom from England as declared in 1776 through the Declaration of Independence
Industrial Revolution – (n.) a period in the early 1800s during innovations such as interchangeable parts, water-powered factories, the cotton gin, and expanded contributed to industrialization and greater output and higher production of goods
liberty – (n.) the enjoyment of certain social, political, and economic rights and privileges
. For example, America’s freedom from the rule of England and ability to self-govern. 

Minute Men – (n.) a group of men who pledged to take up arms at a minute’s notice just before and during the American Revolution

nation – (n.) a community of one or more nationalities in possession of one or more territories and independent of other communities

soliloquy – (n.) speaking one’s thoughts aloud. Also, a device used in theater when an actor talks to himself (and the audience) when no one else is on stage
Visual Arts

composition – (n.) the arrangement of elements such as shape, line, value, and form within an artwork

interpret – (v.) to derive meaning from observed features or traits

landscape – (n.) a picture representing natural scenery 

museum – (n.) an organization traditionally concerned with acquiring, conserving, studying, and exhibiting objects

observe – (v.) to note the visible features or traits of an artwork

portrait – (n.) a pictorial representation of a person, usually showing the face

subject – (n.) the principal idea conveyed by a work of art

symbol – (n.) something that stands for something else due to a relationship, association, or accidental resemblance

Topic Related Artworks
A representative sample of the artworks in our collection that support the videoconference topic appears below. These are suggested for use during pre-videoconference activities. Images used during your videoconference may vary.
	Title:

Date:

Artist:

Medium:

Dimensions:

Credit Line:

Acc. Number:

Web Link:
	Young Moravian Girl

ca. 1755-1760 

John Valentine Haidt 

oil on canvas 

30 3/8 x 25 1/4 in. (77.2 x 64.2 cm.)

 Gift of the American Art Forum 

1987.32

http://americanart.si.edu/collections/search/artwork/?id=9824
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	Title:

Date:

Artist:

Medium:

Dimensions:

Credit Line:

Acc. Number: 

Web Link:
	Mrs. George Watson

1765 

John Singleton Copley 

oil on canvas 

49 7/8 x 40 in. (126.7 x 101.6 cm) 

Partial gift of Henderson Inches, Jr., in honor of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Inches, and museum purchase made possible in part by Mr. and Mrs. R. Crosby Kemper through the Crosby Kemper Foundation; the American Art Forum; and the Luisita L. and Franz H. Denghausen Endowment 

1991.189

http://americanart.si.edu/collections/search/artwork/?id=32432
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	Title:

Date:

Artist:

Medium:

Dimensions:

Credit Line:
Acc. Number: 
Web Link:
	Mrs. James Smith and Grandson

1776 

Charles Willson Peale 

oil on canvas 

36 3/8 x 29 1/4 in. (92.4 x 74.3 cm.) 

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Wilson Levering Smith, Jr. and museum purchase 

1980.93

http://americanart.si.edu/collections/search/artwork/?id=19292
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	Title:
Date:

Artist:

Medium:

Dimensions:
Credit Line:

Acc. Number: 

Web Link:
	Washington Resigning His Commission

ca. 1841 

Ferdinand Pettrich 

painted plaster 

86 x 48 1/2 x 36 3/8 in. (218.3 x 123.2 x 92.3 cm) 

Gift of the artist 

XX35

http://americanart.si.edu/collections/search/artwork/?id=19679
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	Title:
Date:

Artist:

Medium:

Dimensions:
Credit Line:

Acc. Number: 

Web Link:
	The Great Horseshoe Fall, Niagara

1820 
Alvan Fisher
oil on canvas 
34 3/8 x 48 in. (87.2 x 122.0 cm.) Smithsonian American Art Museum Museum purchase 
1966.82.1

http://americanart.si.edu/collections/search/artwork/?id=8341
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	Title:
Date:

Artist:

Medium:

Dimensions:
Credit Line:

Acc. Number: 

Web Link:
	Concord Minute Man of 1775

1889, cast 1917 
Daniel Chester French 

Gorham Manufacturing Company (Founder)
 Bronze
 32 1/4 x 17 1/8 x 18 3/8 in. (81.9 x 43.5 x 46.7 cm.) 
Smithsonian American Art Museum Museum purchase 
1991.193

http://americanart.si.edu/collections/search/artwork/?id=32650
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Additional Resources

Young America
http://americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/online/t2go/1ya/index.html 

This slide show traces the transformation of the colonies into nationhood from about 1760 to the decade after the Civil War.

American Origins
http://www.npg.si.edu/exhibit/origins/index.html
This slide show hosts a “conversation about America” and takes students from the days of contact between Native Americans and European explorers, through the struggles of independence, to the Gilded Age.
Young America: Treasures from the Smithsonian American Art Museum by Amy Pastan (Watson-Guptill Publications: 2000).
In this book, portraits, still lifes, landscapes, and everyday scenes reveal the ideals and vision that shaped America as it evolved from a collection of British colonies into an independent nation. Created between the 1760s and the 1870s, these paintings and sculptures reflect life in New England and the mid-Atlantic. John Singleton Copley, Charles Willson Peale, Thomas Birch, Thomas Cole, Jasper Cropsey, Horatio Greenough, and Thomas LeClear are among the featured artists.
Your Travel Guide to Colonial America by Nancy Day (Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Group Publications: 2001).
Written in a conversational voice and illustrated with photographs and engravings, this book provides details that describe the lives of early Americans from 1607 to 1750.
Come Look With Me: Art in Early America by Randy Osofsky (New York, NY: Lickle Publishing: 2003).

Art in Early America pairs art reproductions with thought-provoking questions, encouraging children to learn through visual exploration and interaction. Thoughtful text introduces the world and work of the various artists.
� Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. 11th ed. Springfield, MA: Merriam-Webster, Inc. 2004. [adapted]


� Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. [adapted]


� Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. [adapted]
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