Aaron Douglas
1899-1979
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Attends Topeka High School
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Fall 1923- Teaches art at Lincoln High School in Kansas City, Missouri
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Moves to Harlem in New York City; studies with German émigré artist
Winold Reiss; begins contributing work to Opportunity, a journal
published by the National Urban League

1926 Creates covers for Opportunity and the Crisis; marries Alta Sawyer in
June; co-founds the short-lived FIRE!! A Quarterly Journal Devoted to
the Younger Negro Artists

1928 Receives a fellowship from the Barnes Foundation; serves as art editor
for Harlem: A Forum of Negro Life

1930 As an artist in residence at Fisk University in Nashville, paints a cycle of
murals for the Cravath Memorial Library; creates the photomural “Birth
0’ the Blues” for the College Inn Room of the Sherman Hotel in Chicago

1933 First solo exhibition at Caz Delbo Gallery in New York in May; paints
the mural “Evolution of Negro Dance” for the Harlem YMCA




1935 Becomes first president of the Harlem Artists Guild

1937 Receives a Julius Rosenwald Foundation fellowship to travel to
historically black colleges in the South

1941-44 Enrolls in Teachers College at Columbia College in New York where he
earns a master’s degree in 1944

1955 Enrolls in a course on printmaking and enameling at the Brooklyn
Museum Art School

Dec. 29, 1958 Alta dies unexpectedly at the Wilmington, Del., home of the Goenses

1965 Restores his mural cycle at Fisk University during the summer

1969-1971 Initiates a second campaign to restore his murals at Fisk University;
travels back to Topeka, Kan. for a retrospective exhibition held at the
Mulvane Art Museum on the campus of Washburn University in the fall
of 1970; is honored with a second retrospective in the spring of 1971 at
Fisk University

1973 Receives his honorary doctorate from Fisk in May

1975 Presents his papers to Fisk University’s Franklin Library

Chronology prepared by Stephanie Fox Knappe, Spencer Museum of Art at the University of Kansas



